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This programme of events for the 2016 edition 
of the Malta Book Festival is being issued 
both as an information guide and as an open 
invitation to all members of the public.

We at the National Book Council have spared no effort to make sure this festival 

would be a memorable experience for all visitors, both young and adult. The rich and 

varied programme includes a number of major conferences of great interest, plenty 

of fun activities for children and young people, meetings with foreign and local 

authors and a poetry evening. 

We hope that the work and effort that we have put into the creation of the festival 

serves its purpose of encouraging the general public to indulge and invest more in 

their reading.

Illustration & Design by Julinu (Julian Mallia)
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19:00 The NBC presents ‘Literature and Totalitarianism – A Conference’ 
The Malta Book Festival opens with the highly anticipated conference on Literature and 

Totalitarianism.  Basma Abdel Aziz, Patrick McGuinness, Alek Popov and Immanuel Mifsud 

are among the special guests invited to engage in a conversation with Jurgen Balzan 

(journalist) on how literature typically responds to systems of governance that seek to 

stifle all forms of individual expression in the social sphere, particularly when language 

itself becomes the target of oppression. Temi Zammit Hall.

19:00 80 Feasts and more than 170 Publications  
Deer Publicatons present a critical analysis of all publications published annually by the 

parishes and local band clubs. Their development from a handful of leaflets to a series 

of voluminous books, with levels of production and content which vary, but which at 

times even reach very high standards. This talk also aims to counsel the way forward 

by suggesting improvements so that this strand of publishing contributes more quality 

material to the Maltese literary field in general. The talk is intended to give due credit to 

the voluntary editors and writers who contribute towards these interesting publications. 

Activity Area.

19:00 Book Presentation  
Vita quotidiana nella Sicilia greca by Carlo Morrone (Morrone Editore). Istituto Italiano di 

Cultura stand.

19:30 Conversation with... 
Ignazio Vecchio (Professor of Neurology Catania University and author of Medicina e 

Magia. Istituto Italiano di Cultura stand.

20:30 KOTBACALLEJA ‘et cetera’ – Taħdita 1  
‘Desperoflora: a case study...’ from the written word to a paper installation to video and, 

ultimately, to a book. A presentation from poet Caldon Mercieca’s perspective.  Activity Area.

20:30 Conversation with...  
Ignazio Vecchio (Professor of Neurology, Catania University), Cristina Tornali (Physiatrist) 

and Alfio Antonio Grasso (Professor of Neurology, Catania University): Il medico chiamato 

a decidere sulla fine della vita. Problematiche bioetiche e cliniche. Istituto Italiano di 

Cultura Stand.

 

 

 

18:00 Film Screening  
L’ultimo principe puparo by Morrone Editore. Introduction by Corrado Di Pietro.  

Activity Area.

19:00 NBC presents Patrick McGuinness  
Patrick McGuinness, the British poet, academic and writer will be talking to Dr. James 

Corby (Head of the Department of English, Faculty of Arts, University of Malta) about the 

events – both personal and historical – that led to the writing of his first novel, The Last 

Hundred Days and much more. Temi Zammit Hall.

19:00 Book Presentation  
Origini occulte dell’Illuminismo by Davide C. Crimi (Edizione Carthago). Istituto Italiano di 

Cultura stand.

19:30 Launch of Several Horizons Novels 
Horizons invite you to the launch of several new novels. Not to be missed! Activity Area.

19:30 KOTBACALLEJA ‘...et cetera’ – DEMO  
Between structure and content. Building an artist’s book. Demonstration and discussion 

with the public. Perellos Chapel.

20:00 The NBC presents Basma Abdel Aziz 
Basma Abdel Aziz, author of the novel The Queue, will be talking to Walid Nabhan (author) 

about the political and social milieu resulting from the so-called ‘Arab Spring.’ This milieu 

has become the cradle of a new literary movement  of writers from the Middle East who 

seek to rationalize the bitterness and chaos of life after the revolution by exploring its 

features through the literary form of the dystopian novel. Temi Zammit Hall. 

 

20:30 Book Presentation  
Di tonni e tonnare in Sicilia e Malta by Gaetano Malandrino  (Morrone Editore). Istituto 

Italiano di Cultura stand. 

 

 

 

Wednesday Thursday
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17:30 Conference “La battaglia di Gallipoli: il riscatto – Dalla guerra di 
Crimea alla prima guerra mondiale” 
Guest speakers: H.E. Reha Keskintepe (Ambassador of Turkey in Malta), Captain Hasan 

Kiplapinar (Defence Attachè In Malta), Zeynep Esin Selvi (Director of the Culture and 

Information Office of the Embassy of Turkey in Rome), Domenico Romeo (Honorary Consul 

General of Turkey in Sicily), Salvatore Schirmo (Director Istituto Italiano di Cultura, Malta), 

Sevin Aktas (Director Istituto di Cultura “Yunuz Emre” Rome), Giacomo Lo Bue di Lemos 

(Lawyer at the Bar of Palermo), Silvio Aliffi (Lawyer at the Bar of Syracuse) and Clara 

Salpietro Damiano (Journalist). Language: Italian. Temi Zammit Hall. 

17:30 – 19:30 Meet the Authors  
Various children’s authors will be available for book signing sessions including Sandra Hili 

Vassallo and Clare Azzopardi. Merlin Publishers’ stand.

17:45 – 18:30 Imeldina u l-Imbarazz 
Imeldina’s room is a mess. Then Imeldina thinks of a solution … would you like to try it out 

too? Come join the fun, with Sandra Hili Vassallo. Ages 3-6. Merlin Publishers’ stand.

18:00 Bejn Ħaltejn mal-Akkademja tal-Malti  
A unique experience for students preparing for the Maltese Matsec exam – an encounter 

with the authors including audio-visual material and presentations prepared by students 

and teachers. Activity Area.

18:00 Conversation with...  
Corrado Di Pietro, author of La terra sopra Scibini. Istituto Italiano di Cultura stand.

18:30 Xalata ta’ Kitba  
The National Literacy Agency is organising a Family Writing Activity for children aged 7 

years and older and their parents/caregivers. This 2-hour writing activity will introduce 

participants to the writing process. Families will tap into their ideas and craft a story or 

poem together. Malta Libraries stand.

18:45 – 19:30  A Picture Book Activity  
An activity led by Clare Azzopardi, Ages 6-9. Merlin Publishers’ stand.

19:00 Ċelebrazzjoni ta’ Poeżija Horizons 
Horizons celebrates its authors’ poetry – an event focusing on the work of Mario 

Azzopardi, Fr Charlo Camilleri, Achille Mizzi, Joe P. Saliba, Andrew Sciberras, Jesmond 

Sharples and Tarcizio Zarb. Temi Zammit Hall. 

 

19:00 Book Presentation  
La battaglia di Gallipoli: il riscatto – Dalla guerra di Crimea alla prima guerra mondiale 

by Domenico Romeo, Fabio L. Grassi, Giacomo Lo Bue di Lemos and Silvio Aliffi (Morrone 

Editore). Istituto Italiano di Cultura stand. 

 

19:30 KOTBACALLEJA ‘et cetera’ – Work-in-progress 
The art of etching. Presentation with Jesmond Vassallo (etcher). Discussion and 

presentation of his work-in-progress. Perellos Chapel.

19:30 Konkors tal-Poeżija Mons. Amante Bountempo 
Organized by the National Book Council in collaboration with the Maltese Poets 

Association, this event will feature selected poetry readings. In addition, the winners of the 

Mons. Amante Buontempo Poetry Contest 2016 will be announced. Activity Area.

19:45 Book Presentation 
L’ultimo fiore che ho in me by Alexandre Zappalà (Edizioni EPSIL). Istituto Italiano di Cultura stand.

20:30 Celebrating Maria Grech Ganado 
An event to honour last year’s winner of the National Book Prize Lifetime Achievement 

Award, the poetess Maria Grech Ganado. This is a unique opportunity for members of 

the public to meet the poetess in person, and also to listen to her poetry being recited by 

professional readers. Prof. Charles Calleja will lead the discussion. Temi Zammit Hall.

20:30 Book Presentation 
La casa nel cuore by Betty Scaglione Cimò (Aulino Editore). Istituto Italiano di Cultura stand.

All day signing sessions with  

Dr William Zammit who will be signing his new book: Kissing the Gallows; Rita Saliba who 

will be signing Il-Kulur tal-Lellux (prizewinner in the Konkors ta’ Kitba Letteratura għaż-

Żgħażagħ 2015) and Dr Joseph F. Grima who will be signing his latest publication: The Fleet 

of the Knights of Malta - Its Organization during the Eighteenth Century. BDL Books stand.

Friday Malta Book Festival 2016 | Friday
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9:00 – 18:00 Books and Literacy: Yesterday, Today, Tomorrow - 
International Conference 
This conference explores the traditional relationship between books and literacy within 

the context of the evolution of publishing. Aimed at publishers, librarians, educators, 

academics and anyone who is enchanted by books and knowledge, the conference will 

explore these questions bringing together ideas from Maltese, British, and Australian 

speakers. This conference will be held in English and it is being organised by the National 

Book Council, Department of Library Information and Archive Sciences of the University 

of Malta and Malta Library and Information Association (MaLIA). Temi Zammit Hall.

9:00 Tracing and Colouring Activities inspired by Faraxa Characters 
The magical world of L-Avventuri ta’ Sammy will come alive in the presence of the wizard 

himself who will recount Sammy’s adventures to children present. Winners will take home 

various book tokens. The authors of most of the children’s books on sale will be present 

on the stand during the events. These include Calvin Cassar, Kirstin Spiteri, Naila Turner, 

Corrine Zahra, Lydia McKay McIntyre and Toni Aquilina who are the authors of the new 

releases. Faraxa Publishing stand.

09:45 – 10:30 Inħobbok!  
Two sides of the same love: the love of a mother for her children, and that of the children 

for their mother. Join us and write your own love verse. With Leanne Ellul. Ages 3-6.  

Merlin Publishers’ stand.

10:00 Aqra Miegħi/Read with Me 
An ‘Aqra Miegħi/Read with Me’ one hour storytelling session in English organised by the 

National Literacy Agency of the Ministry for Education and Employment. The session 

will include sharing of storybooks, singing of nursery rhymes and other fun activities for 

babies and toddlers up to the age of 3 years and their parents. Malta Libraries stand.

10:00 – 12:00 Meet the Authors  
Various children’s authors will be available for book signing sessions including Audrey 

Friggieri, Leanne Ellul, Trevor Żahra, Roberta Bajada, Noel Tanti and Matt Stroud. Merlin 

Publishers’ stand.

10:30 Workshop: How Comics help Storytellers 
The Graphic Novels Library Malta (NGO) is organizing a workshop about writing stories and 

how comics can help. The workshop is aimed at anyone who wants to start writing and will 

be exploring how comics can inspire and teach the story-telling process. Mark Camilleri, 

author of Prima Facie and creator of the ‘Victor Gallo’ series, will explain how comics were key 

inspirations for his writing and storytelling techniques. Julia Pollacco, a self-published poet, 

will talk about the writing process and self-publishing. The workshop will end with a practical 

exercise which will allow participants to test their creative writing skills. Activity Area. 

 

10:45 – 11:30 Fil-Kamra ta’ Jonas  
Come and meet Jonas - get lost in this magical emotional story. With author Noel Tanti 

and illustrator Matt Stroud. Ages 7-10. Merlin Publishers’ stand.

11:00 Seħer l-Istejjer/The Magic of Stories 
A ‘Seħer l-Istejjer/The Magic of Stories’ reading for fun session in Maltese organised by 

the National Literacy Agency of the Ministry for Education and Employment. The session 

will motivate children aged between 4 and 7 years to read books for fun and encourage 

parents to read and share books with their children. Malta Libraries stand.

11:45 – 12:30 Qrempuċu 

After spending all winter shivering with cold and hunger, Qrempuċu embarks on 

an adventure to the city built out of cheese. With Trevor Żahra. Ages 8-10. Merlin 

Publishers’ stand.

12:00 Meet the Publisher 
Giammanco Aulino - Nuovi scrittori dalla Sicilia al giallo. Activity Area.

13:00 Book Presentation  
Zaira by Carola Baudo (Edizioni EPSIL). Activity Area.

15:30 Book Presentation  
Non abbiate paura. C’è vita dopo la vita by Cino Tortorella (Armando Siciliano Editore). 

Activity Area.

16:30 – 18:30 Meet the Authors 
Various children’s authors will be available for book signing sessions including Carmel G. 

Cauchi, Frank Schembri and Antoinette Borg. Merlin Publishers’ stand.

16:45 – 17:30 Lupettin 

Lupettin is none other than the younger version of Lupu Lupettu, children’s favourite wolf. 

Do you, just like him, want to eat only pasta? With Clare Azzopardi. Ages 3-6.  

Merlin Publishers’ stand.

Saturday Malta Book Festival 2016 | Saturday
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17:00 Public Talk  
Kunsill Nazzjonali tal-Ilsien Malti will be discussing the writing of English words in Maltese 

with special focus on the public consultation process, research and work done by the 

council. A Q&A session with the audience will follow. Activity Area.

17:45 – 18:30 Lupu Lupettu 
Lupu Lupettu is back with four new adventures. And more surprises… See you there! With 

Clare Azzopardi. Ages 4-8. Merlin Publishers’ stand.

18:00  KOTBACALLEJA ‘et cetera’ – Discussion/presentation 
The book and the word. What makes a book? When does a book become a book and 

when does it stop being a book? A presentation about alternative structures and work by 

several artists who ask this very question via their work. Perellos Chapel.

18:30 Book Presentation 
La Prima Guerra mondiale – Un’analisi politico sociologica a cento anni dal conflitto ed. by 

Salvatore Santuccio (Morrone Editore). Istituto Italiano di Cultura stand.

18:30 – 20:30 Meet the Authors  
Various authors will be available for book signing sessions including Trevor Żahra, Lara 

Calleja, Clare Azzopardi, Teo Reljic, Joe Pace and Aleks Farrugia. Merlin Publishers’ stand.

18:45 – 19:30 Qrempuċu 
After spending all winter shivering with cold and hunger, Qrempuċu embarks on 

an adventure to the city built out of cheese. With Trevor Żahra. Ages 8-10. Merlin 

Publishers’ stand.

19:00 The NBC presents Alek Popov  

Alek Popov, the popular Bulgarian author of Mission: London, will be talking to journalist 

Teodor Reljic about the themes that inform his literary work. We will also assist to a 

screening of excerpts from the film adaptation of Mission:London, directed by Dimitar 

Mitovski. Temi Zammit Hall.

19:00 Book Launch of Malta Ħanina  
French author Daniel Rondeau, ex-Ambassador to Malta and author of Malta Ħanina, 

together with the translator of the book into Maltese Toni Aquilina will officially launch 

their latest FARAXA publication. The Maltese translation of the Book has been financed by 

the National Book Council under the Malta Book Fund Scheme. Activity Area.

19:30 Book Presentation  

È pur sempre amore by Iano Campisi (Morrone Editore). Istituto Italiano di Cultura stand. 

 

20:00 Il-Kompliċi - Film Premiere 
This year’s winner of the NBC PBS Short Film Contest is Ryan Gatt who will be adapting 

Walid Nabhan’s short story Il-Kompliċi from the collection of short stories lura d-dar u 

ġrajjiet oħra li ma ġrawx (Klabb Kotba Maltin, 2009) and the event, which is open to all 

free of charge, will present the audience with the opportunity to meet the young film 

director, the award winning author and others in a discussion about literary adaptation 

into film. Temi Zammit Hall.

20:30 WESTERN – RAKKONTI, DIVERTIMENTI  
Official SKS launch of an anthology of short stories by leading writer Alfred Sant.  

Activity Area.

20:30 Book Presentation  
Polipòpio by Emma Margari (Armando Siciliano Editore). Istituto Italiano di Cultura stand.

20:30 Iltaqa’ mal-Awturi 
Faraxa will be welcoming the well-known French author Daniel Rondeau, ex-Ambassador 

to Malta and author of Malta Ħanina together with the translator of the book into 

Maltese, Toni Aquilina, immediately after the official book launch in the Activity Area. 

Both author and translator will be available for book signing. The Maltese translation of 

the Book has been financed by the National Book Council under the Book Fund Scheme. 

Faraxa Publishing stand. 

 

All day signing sessions with  
Dr William Zammit who will be signing his new book: Kissing the Gallows; Rita Saliba who 

will be signing Il-Kulur tal-Lellux (prizewinner in the Konkors ta’ Kitba Letteratura għaż-

Żgħażagħ 2015) and Dr Joseph F. Grima who will be signing his latest publication: The Fleet 

of the Knights of Malta - Its Organization during the Eighteenth Century. BDL Books stand. 

All-day launch 

with various authors of Essays in honour of Joseph Attard Tabone (BDL Publishing, 2016). 

BDL Books stand.

 

Malta Book Festival 2016 | SaturdayMalta Book Festival 2016 | Saturday
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9:00 Tracing and Colouring Activities inspired by Faraxa Characters 
Gruffalo Event where children will be reading and participating in a game involving the 

Gruffalo stories; Monster game: Everyone’s afraid of monsters where children re-enact 

monster roles to scare those present. The scariest monster wins a prize! Winners will take 

home various book tokens. The authors of most of the children’s books and other new 

releases on sale will be present on the stand including Kevin Cassar, Kirstin Spiteri, Naila 

Turner, Corinne Zahra, Lydia McKay McIntyre and Toni Aquilina. Faraxa Publishing stand.

9:15 – 10:00 Imeldina u l-Imbarazz.  
Imeldina’s room is a mess. Then Imeldina thinks of a solution… would you like to try it out 

too? Come join the fun, with Sandra Hili Vassallo. Ages 3-6. Merlin Publishers’ stand.

10:00 Cervantes and Don Quixote in Literature and Culture 
The Department of Spanish and Latin-American Studies (UOM) and the Embassy of Spain 

in Malta together with the National Book Council and SKS will be celebrating the 400th 

anniversary of Miguel de Cervantes’ death (1616). Prof. John Ardila, a specialist on Cervantes, 

will be the keynote speaker of this public presentation about Don Quixote and its relevance 

in current literature. The presentation will be held in English. Emmanuel Abela, a popular 

‘għannej’, accompanied by popular guitarists, will narrate excerpts from DUN KIXOTT MILL-

MANĊA, the Maltese translation of Miguel de Cervantes’ Don Quixote in poetic form by Pawlu 

Montebello. We will also assist to a presentation of Żwieġ Qarrieqi (The Deceitful Marriage), 

an ‘Exemplary Novel’ by Cervantes, translated into Maltese by Fiona Sciberras. The Embassy 

of Spain has supported the publication of this short novel on the occasion of this anniversary 

and H. E. José Pons, Ambassador of Spain, will be present for the occasion. Temi Zammit Hall.

10:00 Ġewż, lewż, qastan, tin... 
In November we celebrate St Martin’s feast. Do you rember this rhyme? “Ġewż, lewż, 

qastan, tin, kemm inħobb lil San Martin”? And as much as we love St. Martin, we also love 

to rhyme … all the time. During this activity children aged between 6 and 12 will be take 

part in a creative writing session whose starting point is rhyme. This activity will be held 

in Maltese. Children will also be given a token. Għaqda tal-Malti – Università stand.

10:00 – 12:00 Meet the Authors  
Various children’s authors will be available for book signing sessions including Sandra Hili 

Vassallo, Leanne Ellul and Clare Azzopardi. Merlin Publishers’ stand.

10:15 – 11:00 Lupettin 

Lupettin is none other than the younger version of Lupu Lupettu, children’s favourite 

wolf. Once he found a strange object in the garden.  What do you think it was? With Clare 

Azzopardi. Ages 3-6. Merlin Publishers’ stand.

10:30 L-IMPATT li ħallew fuqi 

Midsea Books Ltd | Klabb Kotba Maltin invite Dr Anton Grech and Dr Frank Psaila to 

talk about their new book L-IMPATT li ħallew fuqi. A number of Maltese personalities, 

coming from all the social strata were invited to choose and write about a person who 

was of influence in their life and career. Psychiatrist Anton Grech analyses this choice 

and the impact it had on their life and work. From prominent politicians, entrepreneurs, 

businessmen, religious leaders, thinkers, authors, journalists, sportsmen and philosphers. 

The book opens a window on those that influence our daily life directly. Activity Area.

11:00 KOTBACALLEJA ‘et cetera’ – Workshop 
From cover to cover. Audience (8-10 yrs). Building a book from scratch. What makes a 

book? What is required in the design of a book? (Max. 8 Participants, First come first 

served). Perellos Chapel. 

11:00 Book Presentation  
Mare Rotto by Michele Giardina (Armando Siciliano Editore). Istituto Italiano di Cultura stand.

11:30 Book Presentation  
Estetica cristiana by Luigi Amato. Speakers: Giacomo Lo Bue di Lemos and Silvio Aliffi.

Istituto Italiano di Cultura stand.

11:15 – 12:00 Inħobbok!  
Two sides of the same love: the love of a mother for her children, and that of the children 

for their mother. Join us and write your own love verse. With Leanne Ellul. Ages 3-6.  

Merlin Publishers’ stand.

16:30 & 18:00 Reading Champions Award Ceremony 
Awarding of Form 2 students who are ardent readers, have improved their reading skills 

or have inspired their peers to read. This event is organised by the National Literacy 

Agency in collaboration with the National Book Council and the Department of Curriculum 

Management of the Ministry for Education and Employment. Temi Zammit Hall .

16:30 – 18:30 Meet the Authors 
Various children’s authors will be available for book signing sessions including Noel Tanti, 

Matt Stroud, Clare Azzopardi and John Bonello. Merlin Publishers’ stand.

Sunday Malta Book Festival 2016 | Sunday
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16:45 – 17:30 Fil-Kamra ta’ Jonas 

Come and meet Jonas – get lost in this magical emotional story. With author Noel Tanti 

and illustrator Matt Stroud. Ages 7-10. Merlin Publishers’ stand.

17:45 – 18:30 A Picture Book Activity  
An activity led by Clare Azzopardi, Ages 6-9. Merlin Publishers’ stand.

18:00 Meet the Publisher  
Salvo Bonfirraro, publisher of I Cavalieri di Malta by Frans Sammut. Istituto Italiano di 

Cultura stand.

18:00 – 20:00 Meet the Authors 
Various authors will be available for book signing sessions including Leanne Ellul, Clare 

Azzopardi, John Bonello, Mark Camilleri and Lizzie Eldridge. Merlin Publishers’ stand.

19:00 Book Presentation 

Tommaso. L’educazione sentimentale di un giovane by Angelo Fortuna (Armando Siciliano 

Editore). Istituto Italiano di Cultura stand.

20:00 Leħen il-Malti launch 
Għaqda tal-Malti – Università will be lauching the 35th edition of Leħen il-Malti. Excerpts 

from the issue will be read by the authors themselves. Drinks will follow. Temi Zammit Hall.

All day signing sessions with  

Dr William Zammit who will be signing his new book: Kissing the Gallows; Rita Saliba who 

will be signing Il-Kulur tal-Lellux (prizewinner in the Konkors ta’ Kitba Letteratura għaż-

Żgħażagħ 2015) and Dr Joseph F. Grima who will be signing his latest publication: The Fleet 

of the Knights of Malta - Its Organization during the Eighteenth Century. BDL Books stand.

All-day launch 

with various authors of Essays in honour of Joseph Attard Tabone (BDL Publishing, 2016).  

BDL Books stand.
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‘... et cetera’

‘...et cetera’ presents the living art of handmade books making clear references to both 

traditional bookbinding skills and contemporary book design. The exhibition also refers to 

emerging book structures including interactions between books and digital media. 

The central question that this exhibition adresses 

is ‘what makes a book?’. The question is pertinent 

both because the West values the book as 

central to its civilisations (Bible, Law codices) and 

because of the emerging publishing platforms 

and new materials available for book artists and 

bookbinders today. 

Viewers are able to see and handle various 

books, book-objects, tools of the trade and 

materials. In order to guide the viewers and to 

provide a better appreciation of the exhibits, 

bi-lingual (MT, EN) information panels accompany 

every section of the exhibition. 

Throughout the festival, we will hold a daily 

talk, workshop or demonstration relating to the 

exhibits presented in the exhibition. These vary 

from talks about the trends and directions in 

which contemporary book design is taking our 

notions of ‘books’ to the problems of creating 

content for structures such as a flag book or  

a dos-a-dos. 

The programme around the exhibition also includes book making and bookbinding 

demonstrations during which the general public can ask and discuss with the craftsperson. 

All the exhibits are either property of Kotba Calleja or book projects in which Kotba Calleja 

is collaborating with other craftsmen and artists. All books presented in the exhibition are 

handmade books made in Malta. 
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AGIUS & AGIUS Ltd. 
 

Agius & Agius bookshop is one of the oldest firms in the book business in 

Malta. The bookshop imports, sells on wholesale and retail from the outlet 

in Hamrun (Blata l-Bajda). We stock reading books for children and adults, 

textbooks and workbooks, teachers’ books and all kind of general books. 

 

878, St. Joseph High Street, Hamrun 

+356 2122 0347 

agiusbooks@gmail.com 

www.facebook.com/agiusbooks 

AHMADIYYA MUSLIM JAMAAT MALTA 
 

The Ahmadiyya Muslim Jamaat is a religious and humanitarian 

organisation.  It encourages dialogue between different religions and believes 

in freedom of religion. It encompasses the principles of peace, tolerance, love 

and respect between followers of different beliefs. Its motto is: “Love for All, 

Hatred For None”. The Ahmadiyya Muslim Community is also known for 

its active role in relief and helping those in need,  through engagement in 

charitable and philanthropic work. 

 

P.O. Box 78, Pieta, PTA1000, Malta 

+356 2734 2401 / +356 7932 0139 

amjmalta@gmail.com 

www.ahmadiyya.org.mt 

AKKADEMJA TAL-MALTI

“To promote the status of the Maltese language as a national language in all 

spheres of life”.

Dar Doreen Micallef, 12, Flat 1, Triq Sant’Andrija, Il-Belt Valletta VLT 1341 

+356 2143 0711 / +356 7959 2231 

info@akkademjatalmalti.com 

www.akkademjatalmalti.org 

BDL

For over 25 years, BDL Distribution has been the leading publications 

distributor to all books shops and retail outlets in Malta and Gozo. BDL 

Publishing, the second mast holding the company’s sails, specializes in 

quality books ranging from children’s fiction to prestigious Melitensia. The 

third mast of the company is BDL Retail. Its outlet in San Ġwann is a large 

depository of quality books where one can browse and shop directly from a 

selection of over 20,000 titles. 

 

13, Giorgio Preca Street, San Ġwann - SĠN3511  

+356 2138 0351 

info@bdlbooks.com 

www.bdlbooks.com 

 

 

BOOKENDS

Bookends is a book bargain retail brand offering great value books at prices 

well below their original published prices. We carry a huge range of subjects 

and the concept of brand new books at drastically reduced prices has 

been well accepted and established. Bookends has rapidly gained a strong 

reputation for genuine bargain books and prices. 

 

+356  2180 2272 

bookendsf@millermalta.com  

 

 

BOOKMARK

Bookmark is committed towards promoting the reading habit early in life 

and sustaining it throughout adolescence and adulthood. Bookmark’s stock 

includes: professionally selected books (particularly award winning titles 

and titles by reputable authors in English, Maltese, Italian, French, Spanish, 

German); teaching resources; and early learning resources. 

 

30, St  John  the Baptist  Street, Sliema  

+356 2133 2271 / +356 7925 1787 

bookmark@go.net.mt / mrpsaila@go.net.mt 
 

Exhibitors
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BRONK PRODUCTIONS Ltd.

Bronk Productions Ltd has been publishing books since 2006, even though it 

specialises mainly in theatre and television productions.  Recipe books, cultural 

research books, novels and drama books are some genres the company has 

published in the past.  Bronk Productions is the proud publisher of the novel 

Xandru Mizzewweg u Gay, winner of the Premju Nazzjonali tal-Ktieb 2008 

(Drammi & Novelli Maltin); Hitan bil-Moffa (Premju Nazzjonali tal-Ktieb 2009) 

and Għasir il-Bniedem (Premju Nazzjonali tal-Ktieb 2011). 

 

Triq Dun Filippu Borg, B’Kara 

+356 2122 3347 / +356 2722 3347 

www.facebook.com/Bronk-Productions-128726053973339/ 

 

 

ĊAK 

ĊAK (Animation & Communication Centre) belongs to the Franciscan 

Conventual Friars and was erected in 1998 with the aim of offering religious 

animation through social communication means. It published various 

leaflets, magazines and books and in 2005 it embraced the already existing 

Publishing House Reliġjon u Ħajja (Religion & Life) that was founded in 1967 by 

Fr Alexander Bonnici. The Publishing House continued its work in the religious 

sector and lately became the official publisher of the Church and Papal 

documents with a mutual agreement with the Maltese Episcopal Conference 

and Libreria Editrice Vaticana. Till now ĊAK published more than 270 titles. 

 

S. Sommier Street, Birkirkara BKR4611 

+356 2149 8343 

www.cakmalta.org

 

DAR TAL-PUBBLIKAZZJONI QUM

QUM Publishing House is committed to provide distinctively Reformed 

literature, both original and translated works. The purpose is evangelistic to 

those who lack the grace of salvation that they might find the way of life, and 

to Christians that they might mature as disciples of Jesus Christ. QUM books 

are therefore intended as a means for the unbeliever to be raised up from 

spiritual death, and for the believer to wake up from spiritual slumber.  

 

42 Triq Dun Ġwann Theuma Attard Malta 

+356 79048186 

kotbaqum@gmail.com 

www.pubblikazzjoniqum.com 

 

 

DEER PUBLICATIONS

“As a deer longs for flowing streams, so my soul longs for you, my God” (Psalm 

42). This publishing house specializes in books for children and adults on 

religious and local traditional themes. Its flagship publication is COLOURS 

OF MALTESE FESTAS, a photographic encyclopaedia of Maltese traditional 

feasts. Deer’s children’s section focuses on lives of saints with colourful and 

vivid illustrations by Nicole Diacono. Andrew Borg is the author of most 

publications. All photographic material is by Mark Micallef Perconte. 

 

Cervus, 72A, Triq Doni, ir-Rabat, Malta 

+356 9938 5496 / +356 7905 8691  

deerandrew@gmail.com 

www.facebook.com/Ilwien-il-Festi-Maltin-Colours-of-Maltese-

Festas-157112351045107 

 

 

EDE BOOKS

Ede Books is a Maltese publishing venture run by ZED Creative. Ede offers 

a complete service in the production of small runs of books, consultation, 

editing, design, pre-press, printing, distribution and promotion, and 

offers its books for sale to the global market through its edebooks.eu 

online presence.

Ede specialise in producing ‘art books’ – books of predominantly visual, 

rich content, that touch upon architecture, photography, design, and 

urban culture. 

 

3a, Panorama Flats, Mattew Pulis Street, SLM 3051 Sliema, Malta 

+356 2133 4224 / +356 7982 7522 

info@edebooks.eu 

www.edebooks.eu
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FARAXA PUBLISHING

Established in Malta with the primary aim of publishing literary translations 

and even non-literary translation. FARAXA is now expanding internationally 

with other genres of writing: academic works, books for students, fiction, 

non-fiction and books for children.

FARAXA has won prestigious awards with some of its publications like 

the London Book Festival, Paris Book Festival and also in the Translation 

Category of the National Book.  

 

38, Antonio Nani Street, Rabat RBT 3047 

+356 9982 0157 

info@faraxapublishing.com 

www.faraxapublishing.com 

FRENCH EMBASSY / LIBRAIRIE ‘’LA BOUCHERIE’’ PARIS / BIBLIONEF

Librairie “La Boucherie” is a bookshop situated in the Paris Latin quarter. It 

opened in 1996 and specializes in stocking different literary genres. This will 

mark “La Boucherie”s third year at the Malta Book Festival. 
 

Biblionef is an NGO recognised by UNESCO, UNICEF and the Council of 

Europe. It distributes books in more than 66 countries. Dominique Pace is 

the current President. 

 

French Embassy, 130 Melita Street, Valletta VLT 1123 

+356 2248 0600 

www.ambafrance-mt.org 

 

 

FRIENDS OF THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES

The Friends of the National Archives of Malta (FNAM) is a voluntary 

organisation set up by enthusiasts drawn from diverse backgrounds who 

share the excitement of being involved with the National Archives of 

Malta. The members of our organisation assist the National Archivist in 

his mission to preserve the Maltese collective memory and raise awareness 

about Maltese archives in Malta and beyond.   

 

fnamalta@gmail.com 

www.fnamalta.org 

www.facebook.com/groups/fnamalta 

 

 

GĦAQDA TAL-MALTI – UNIVERSITÀ 

The Għaqda tal-Malti – Università is a University based organization 

founded in 1931 by two medicine students, Rużar Briffa and Ġużè Bonnici. 

In the same year they launched Leħen il-Malti, a journal published to this 

day. Along the years, the Għaqda was presided over by Professors Pietru 

Pawl Saydon, Ġużè Aquilina, Karm Sant, and Oliver Friggieri. Nowadays 

the organization is led by students. Currently, the Għaqda coordinates 

educational and interdisciplinary projects, especially amongst youths.  

 

Dar l-Istudent, L-Università ta’ Malta, Tal-Qroqq 

+356 7926 5384 

ghaqdatalmalti@gmail.com 

www.ghaqdatalmalti.org 

 

 

HERITAGE MALTA PUBLISHING

Heritage Malta is the national agency for museums, conservation and 

cultural heritage. It is appreciably active in the field of publishing as part 

of its education and outreach endeavours. The range of works produced 

includes exhibition catalogues, collected papers, conference proceedings, 

workbooks, project books, reading books and monographs. In Autumn 2015 

Heritage Malta also launched a bi-annual journal. 

 

Ex-Royal Naval Hospital, Triq il-Marina, Bighi, Kalkara KKR 1524, MALTA 

publications.heritagemalta@gov.mt 

www.heritagemalta.org 

 

 

HORIZONS

Horizons is one of the leading book publishers on the island, winning 

numerous National Book Prizes in the different book categories. It has 
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published well-known and established authors such as Mario Azzopardi, 

Charles Briffa, Lina Brockdorff,  Victor Fenech, Charles Flores, Anton Grasso, 

Albert Marshall, Gorg Peresso, Giuseppe Schembri Bonaci and Vincent Vella, 

as well as introducing upcoming authors such as Eman Bonnici, Edgar 

Formosa, Jacqueline Mizzi, Sergio Grech, Tyrone Grima, Stephen Lughermo, 

Justin Schembri and André Mangion. 

 

Triq l-Iskultur, Qormi QRM 3580 

+356 2144 1604  

info@horizons.com.mt  

www.horizons.com.mt 

 

 

ISTITUTO ITALIANO DI CULTURA

The Italian Cultural Institute was founded in February 1971 and is also the 

Cultural Section of the Italian Embassy in Malta. The Institute is the symbol 

of Italian culture in the Maltese Islands. The main objective of the Institute 

is the spreading of Italian art and culture. This is pursued by means of 

organization cultural events, the management of a library, from which 

all members can borrow books and of encouraging collaboration within 

the field of education. It has also been responsible for the establishment 

of a network linking Malta’s University and study and research centres 

with Italian universities, state organisations and institutions. The Institute 

promotes events such as exhibitions, concerts, plays and conferences which 

are open to those who are interested in Italian culture and lifestyle.  

 

Stand hosting: Edizioni Lussografica – Caltanissetta, Lombardi Editori – Siracusa, 

Morrone Editore – Siracusa, Cavallotto Editore – Catania, Maimone Editore – 

Catania, Giuseppe Giudice (EPSIL) - Floridia-Roma, Verba Volant – Siracusa, 

Bonfirraro Editore - Barrafranca (Enna), Armando Siciliano – Messina, Aulino 

Editore - Sciacca (Agrigento), Libridine Edizioni - Mazara del Vallo (Trapani), 

Edizioni Tyke – Siracusa and Angelo Mazzotta Editore - Castelvetrano (Trapani). 

 

Vecchia Cancelleria, St. George’s Square, Valletta VLT 1190 

+356 2122 1462 

iiclavalletta@esteri.it 

www.iicvalletta.esteri.it 

KITE GROUP

Kite Group is a dynamic and creative company, specialising in high quality 

book publishing. Home to experienced professionals, Kite Group also brings 

together a unique skill-set to implement marketing and communications 

strategies and organise unique book launches and book signing sessions. 

Kite Group have become synonymous with high quality content and 

excellent presentation, which include biographies, art & culture books, 

architecture, history, academic books, novels and children’s books. 

 

296, Naxxar Road, B’Kara 

+356 9993 2592  

info@kitegroup.com.mt 

www.kitegroup.com.mt 

 

 

MALTA LIBRARIES

Malta Libraries is the entity responsible for the National Library, the Central 

Public Library, the Gozo Public Library, and the Regional and Branch 

public libraries. The mission of Malta Libraries is to ensure the collection 

and conservation of Malta’s documentary heritage for present and future 

generations, to maintain and develop the libraries regulated under the Malta 

Libraries Act, and to encourage reading for study, research, self-development 

and lifelong-learning information and leisure purposes. 

 

Malta Libraries Head Office, National Library of Malta, 36, Old Treasury Street, 

Valletta VLT 1410 

+356 2124 3297 

customercare.nlm@gov.mt / customercare.cpl@gov.mt 

www.maltalbraries.gov.mt 

MELI BOOKSHOP

Our shops are both located in the capital city, Valletta. The first shop was 

opened in 1965. The shop at 52, Santa Luċija Street specializes in Militensia 

books and the latest romances in Maltese and English. One can find books 

for children, cook books and other general cofee table books on every subject.
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The other shop is situated round the corner on Old Bakery Street, number 185. 

The shop specializes in classical literature at amazing prices. One can also find 

romances in English, science fiction books, fantasy books, horror books, murder 

books and so much more! For this year’s Malta Book Festival we will be having a 

new selection of books in English which may currently be found in our shops! 

 

52, Triq Santa Luċija, Valletta / 185, Triq l-Ifran, Valletta 

+356 2123 7266 / +356 9980 3601 

transit@onvol.net 

 

 

MELLIEĦA LOCAL COUNCIL

The Mellieha Local Council helps authors publish their work through the 

Ħannieqa Kotba Melleħin initiative to promote reading amongst its citizens. 

 

Triq il-Madonna ta’ Fatima, Il-Mellieħa 

+356 2152 1333 

customercare.mellieha.lc@gov.mt 

www.mellieha.gov.mt 

 

 

MERLIN LIBRARY

Merlin Library of Blata l-Bajda is the name most associated with books 

for children in Malta. It is the biggest children’s book shop stocking a vast 

selection of books ranging from “picture books” to books for teenagers, with 

regular offers for clients and special discounts for members of the Merlin 

Wizards Club. Merlin Library organise several free-of-charge events such as 

readings for kids, crafts and meet-the-author sessions. In 2003, Merlin was 

the first to bring over to Malta a renowned international children’s author – 

Lynne Reid Banks – to tour a number of schools. Following that, Merlin also 

organised visits by Annie Dalton, Rick Riordan, Jeremy Strong, Vivian French 

and Lauren St John. 

 

Mountbatten Street, Blata I-Bajda / Bisazza Street, Sliema 

+356 2123 4438  

mail@merlinlibrary.com 

www.merlinlibrary.com 

MERLIN PUBLISHERS

Set up in 1964, Merlin has grown into Malta’s most innovative and exciting 

publisher. Home to most of Malta’s key authors, Merlin prides itself on its 

backlist of Maltese literature, as well as on its nurturing of new authors with 

innovative styles and expression.

Winner of the Best Publishing House Award for multiple years, Merlin has 

been at the forefront of production, design, packaging and marketing.

Merlin’s books have been exhibited at Frankfurt, London and Bologna Book Fairs.  

 

42, Mountbatten Street, Blata l-Bajda HMR1574 MALTA 

+356 2124 6472 

info@merlinpublishers.com 

www.merlinpublishers.com 

 

 

MIDSEA BOOKS LTD | KLABB KOTBA MALTIN

Midsea Books Ltd is Malta’s leading publisher. Its was set up in 1969 by Pawlu 

Mizzi. Apart from Midsea Books, there are three other imprints, Klabb Kotba 

Maltin, Klabb Kotba Maltin | tfal and Heritage Books.  Over the past 45 years, 

Midsea Books with its subsidiaries Klabb Kotba Maltin and Heritage Books, 

have become a household name in Maltese publications and a hallmark for 

quality books about anything that Malta represents. A number of books 

published are award winners or have been short-listed for awards both in 

Malta and overseas. 
 
68 Carmelites  Street, Sta Venera / 6 Strait Street, Valletta 

+356 2149 7046 / +356 2123 9039 

admin@midseabooks.com 

www.midseabooks.com  

MILLER DISTRIBUTORS LTD

Miller Distributors Ltd - Miller Distributors is the leading book importer and 

distributor in Malta & Gozo. We represent a large number of foreign and 

local publishers at all publishing levels, from Children’s Books to University 
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Texts and beyond. We supply a wide range of local retail customers with their 

book requirements and offer strong support services. 

 

+356 2166 4488 

info@millermalta.com 

www.millermalta.com 

 

 

PANDORA

Pandora is a distributor and reseller of various children’s items including books. 

Apart from selling books from shops, we can also be found at cultural events 

in different localities around Malta where we aim to encourage reading by 

selling Maltese and English books from our stand, especially for children. 

Pandora also takes into consideration everyone’s budget by keeping the 

prices low. In fact most of our books are priced €3 or less. 

 

Roger Debattista str., Hamrun 

+356 9966 7522 / +356 2735 6080 / +356 2749 1946 

markcassar@gmail.com 

 

 

SKS PUBLISHERS

SKS PUBLISHERS is the publishing arm of the Labour Party. It was 

established in 1982 with the general objective of effecting change through 

education. Whatever the books it produced, along the years it always 

endeavoured to encourage its readers to embrace new ideas, to stimulate 

their interest and intellect in progressive attitudes, and to broaden their 

vision of a transformed and improved society.

SKS specialises in a few, but significant, literary genres, such as literature, 

political theory, liberal democracy, current affairs, biographies, and culture. 

 

Ċentru Nazzjonali Laburista, Ħamrun 

+356 2124 9900 

skspublishers@gmail.com 

UPTREND PUBLISHING

UPTREND Publishing has been established since 1990, with its first 

publication in March 1992.

The main publications of UPTREND Publishing are ‘The mAZe Street Atlas’ 

and the bi-lingual  Milly, Molly series of children’s books.

‘The mAZe’ is now in its eighth edition and over 42,000 copies of this 

publication have been sold. In the ‘Milly, Molly’ series, UPTREND has 

published 32 books.

Uptrend’s publications are by various authors, including Frans A. Attard, 

Charles Casha, Fr. Wistin Attard OFMCap, Elio Lombardi, Sharon A. Sammut 

and Anthony Sultana. 

 

Triq Dun Karm, Birkirkara BKR 9039 

+356 2148 7955 / +356 9920 8510 

uptrend@onvol.net / info@uptrend-malta.com 

www.millymolly.net 

 



www.ktieb.org.mt

Wednesday  09:00 – 13:00  and  17:30 – 21:30 

Thursday  09:00 – 13:00  and  17:30 – 21:30 

Friday  09:00 – 13:00  and  17:30 – 22:00 

Saturday  09:30 – 22:30 

Sunday  08:30 – 21:30

OPENING HOURS

AGIUS & AGIUS Ltd. • AHMADIYYA MUSLIM JAMAAT MALTA  
• AKKADEMJA TAL-MALTI • BDL • BOOKENDS • BOOKMARK • BRONK 
PRODUCTIONS LTD • ĊAK • DAR TAL-PUBBLIKAZZJONI QUM • DEER 

PUBLICATIONS • EDE BOOKS • FARAXA PUBLISHING • FRENCH EMBASSY 
/ LIBRAIRIE “LA BOUCHERIE” PARIS / BIBLIONEF • FRIENDS OF THE 

NATIONAL ARCHIVES • GĦAQDA TAL-MALTI - UNIVERSITÀ • HERITAGE 
MALTA PUBLISHING • HORIZONS • ISTITUTO ITALIANO DI CULTURA  

• KITE GROUP • MALTA LIBRARIES • MELI BOOKSHOP • MELLIEĦA LOCAL 
COUNCIL • MERLIN LIBRARY • MERLIN PUBLISHERS  

• MIDSEA BOOKS LTD | KLABB KOTBA MALTIN • MILLER DISTRIBUTORS LTD 
• PANDORA • SKS PUBLISHERS • UPTREND PUBLISHING

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS


